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REVIEWS. 


International Clinics. A Quarterly of Clinical Lectures on 
Medicine, Neurology, Surgery, Gynecology, Obstetrics, Ophthal¬ 
mology, Laryngology, Pharyngology, Rhinology, Otology, and 
Dermatology, and Specially-prepared Articles on Treatment. 
By Professors and Lecturers in the Leading Medical Colleges of the United 
States, Germany, Austria, France, Great Britain, and Canada. Edited by 
Judson Daland, M.D., Philadelphia, Instructor in Clinical Medicine and 
Lecturer on Physical Diagnosis in the University of Pennsylvania; Assist¬ 
ant Physician to the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania; Professor 
of Diseases of the Chest in the Philadelphia Polyclinic; Fellow of the Col¬ 
lege of Physicians of Philadelphia. J. M itchell Bruce, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
London, England, Physician to and Lecturer on the Principles and Prac¬ 
tice of Medicine in the Charing Cross Hospital. David W. Finlay, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., Aberdeen, Scotland, Professor of Practice of Medicine 
in the University of Aberdeen; Physician to and Lecturer on Clinical Med¬ 
icine in the Aberdeen Royal Infirmary; Consulting Physician to the Royal 
Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, London. Vol. I., Seventh Series, 1897. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1897. 

Dr. J. William White opens the series with a lecture on Rules 
Governing the Treatment of Appendicitis, which, in the main, are prac¬ 
tical and clearly given. Incidentally, he says that pain is felt in the 
right iliac fossa because there is a neuritis of sufficient grade to cause 
tenderness on pressure. In acute inflammatory conditions the presence 
of true neuritis is not necessary to account for tenderness. Neuritis has 
a slow onset and a slow recovery not observed in early inflammatory 
engorgement of other tissues. While there are few disorders in which 
hard-and-fast rules can be applied with so little readiness as in the treat¬ 
ment, of appendicitis, it is of value to crystallize experience, each operator 
for himself; and this is what has been done in the article under consid¬ 
eration. On page 6 the following rule is given: “In cases seen at any 
time after the fourth day, operation is certainly indicated whenever a 
firm, slowly-forming, well-defined mass in the right iliac fossa is to be 
felt,” etc. From this portion of the rule strong dissent may be ex¬ 
pressed. When no pitting is present, or general signs of pus-formation, 
the cases with firm exudate are difficult of operation and will generally 
recover. After the fourth day such cases are too late for early opera¬ 
tion and too early for immediate operation; they should, therefore, if 
possible, be reserved for operation at a later date, when nearly all the 
mass of exudate will have disappeared. 

The writer calls attention to the great value of the presence or absence 
of peristalsis as an indication for or against interference in exceedingly 
grave cases. The remarks on recurrent or chronic relapsing appendi¬ 
citis are in general marked by intelligent discrimination. The three 
conclusions are worth quotation. The first needs intelligent interpreta¬ 
tion, but is sound, viz.: “ One attack of appendicitis of mild type defi¬ 
nitely related to some dietetic or hygienic indiscretion does not of itself 
indicate operation.” The second rule, he thinks, will admit sometimes of 
judicious exceptions. It is as follows: “ If a first attack of appendicitis 
has been severe, or if more than one attack of any variety occurs, re¬ 
moval of the appendix should be advised during a period of quiescence.” 
Cautious, indeed, must the surgeon be who would take the responsibility 
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of ma k ing exceptions to that rule. The third is stated confidently. 
“ The persistence of local symptoms after an acute appendicitis, espe¬ 
cially when they are associated with general ill health, indicates opera¬ 
tion in every instance.” In a brief sketch of technique the writer states 
the instances where, in his judgment, the appendix should not be re¬ 
moved at the operation. 

An article by E. E. Montgomery, on 4 ‘ Sloughing Fibroid,” is based 
upon a case of small submucous growth already partly extruded. A 
brief discussion of the general methods of treating fibroids is given. 
Some attention might have been devoted under the title to the dan¬ 
gerous cases where sloughing occurs in areas of large interstitial tumors. 

Dr. E. P. Davis contributes an interesting clinical lecture upon 
“ Tuberculosis of the Breast During Pregnancy: Acute Polyhydramnios 
aud its Treatment.” The treatment in the last-named condition con 
sisted in emptying the uterus, ■with good results to the mothers in the 
two cases cited. 

In a readable article on the “ Faculty of Speech,” Dr. G. Hudson 
Makuen illustrates by cases some anomalies of speech-organs and their 
operative correction. A striking case is given where excellent speech 
and a remarkable development of the intellect were obtained by length¬ 
ening a congenitally short genio-hyoglossus muscle in a boy of nineteen 
years who was supposed to be of weak mind and who could utter but 
four intelligible syllables. 

Professor Fournier, of Paris, considering briefly the “ Hypodermatic 
Treatment of Syphilis,” reaches the conclusion that the disadvantages of 
this method are sufficiently great to prevent its use except in cases where 
the symptoms are particularly urgent, and these cases he would select 
with care. 

T. McCall Anderson relates several cases of less common forms aud 
modes of treatment of syphilitic affections. One of the most striking 
is a case of supposed Hodgkin’s disease, where a large tumor of the 
neck and chest entirely disappeared under the iodide of potassium. A 
case is given of secondary syphilis treated with good immediate results 
by means of serum obtained from a syphilitic ward-patient who had had 
his initial lesion two years before. Two cases are given with almost 
identical lesions on the nose; one treated by iodide of potassium and 
calomel ointment, with good results; the other with antisyphilitic serum. 
Burroughs & Wellcome, but the ulcer, though healing in some places, 
extended slowly in others, and after two months the injections were 
given up. 

W. W. Keen makes a suggestive plea for the use of systematic methods 
in case-recording and case-using, with remarks on available aids to liter¬ 
ary work, such as card indexes, methods of filing, the use of libraries 
and journals. The article is worthy of a thoughtful perusal. 

Practical knowledge of acute rhinitis and its treatment is none too 
widespread. W. E. Casselberry, of Chicago, contributes to this knowl¬ 
edge and indicates those measures which have value, not the least im¬ 
portant being attention to mode of life, ventilation, and clothing. 

Space does not permit a reference to many excellent lectures which 
adorn the volume. That form which adapts them to the audience-room 
makes them easier to read. While the popular style leads in some cases 
to discursiveness, the volume as a whole is a most creditable one, and 
will add to the value of the series. G. E. S. 
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